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MINUTES 
of the Meeting of the 
COMMISSION ON FAITH AND ORDER 


The Faith and Order Commission, as elected by the Third World 
Conference on Faith and Order, held a short meeting at 2.30 p.m. 
on the 28th August, 1952, in the University Building at Lund. 


(1) Dr. Douglas Horton, a Vice-President of the previous Faith 
and Order Commission, in the name of the previous Faith and 
Order Executive Committee proposed that the Most Rev. Y. T. 
Brilioth, Archbishop of Uppsala, be elected Chairman of the 
new Commission. This being carried by acclamation, Archbishop 
Brilioth took the chair. | 


(2) The Chairman then called upon Mr. Tomkins, who was acting 
as Secretary, to call the roll of those present. The following re- 
sponded to the calling of their names :— 

Bishop J. A. Allan, Rev. H. B. Amstutz, Most Rev. Metropolitan 
Athenagoras of Thyateira, Rev. Farid Audeh, Rev. Prof D. M. 
Baillie, Mr. Percy W. Bartlett, Dr. H. Berkhof, Dr. J. Bodensieck, 
Rev. Dr. J. R. Cragg, Rev. Marcos Daoud, Rev. S. Duraikhan, 
Bev etoier do @spine, Rev. Prof. G. Florovsky, Rev. Dr. P. E. 
_ Gresham, Bishop E. G. Gulin, Rev. Dr. L. Hodgson, Rev. Bishop 
‘I. L. Holt, Dr. Douglas Horton, Dr. G. Jacob, Most Rev. Metro- 
politan Juhanon Mar Thoma, Rev. Dr. T. A. Kantonen, Rev. D. B. 
Knox, Prof. GC. Konstantinidis, Mr. C. T. Le Quesne, Pastor P. 
Maury, Rt. Rev. Lakdasa de Mel, Bishop of Kurunagala, Dr. P. S. 
Minear, Mr. C. P. Morehouse, Dr. R. E. Nelson, Rt. Rev. Bishop L. 
Newbigin, Dr. W. Niesel, Rev. D. T. Niles, Dr. A. CG. Outler, Rev. 
Dr. E. A. Payne, Rev. Fr. K. Philipos, Rt. Kev. A. E. J. Rawlinson, 
Bishop of Derby, Most Rev. Archbishop A. Rinkel, Rev. Prof. A. 
Schemann, Dr. J. N. Thomas, Rev. O. S. Tomkins, Rev. Prof. T. 
Torrance, Prof. L. J. Trinterud, Rev. Bishop L. Veto, Rev. Dr. H. 
Watkin-Jones, Dr. J. Winterhager, Dr. L. Zander. 


(3) The Chairman then proposed the election of Dean C. T. 
Craig as Vice-Chairman of the Commission, This was carried 
unanimously. 


(4) Mr. Tomkins, on behalf of the previous Executive Committee, 
reported their decision to nominate the Rev. Dr. J. Robert 
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Nelson (Methodist Church, U.S.A., and at present a Secretary 
of the United Student Christian Council, U.S.A.), for appointment 
as Secretary of the Faith and Order Commission. It was 
unanimously agreed that Dr. Nelson’s name should go forward to 
the World Council Central Committee as the nomination of the 
Faith and Order Commission for the post of its Secretary. 


(5) ‘The Chairman then reported the recommendation of the pre- 
vious Faith and Order Executive Committee that the Rev. O. S. 
Tomkins be nominated as Chairman of the Working Com- 
mittee to be appointed by the new Faith and Order Commission. 
(See paragraph 21 of the Constitution as adopted by the Lund 
Conference.) The Commission then unanimously voted that Mr. 
Tomkins be appointed Chairman of the Working Committee. 


(6) Mr. Tomkins explained the functions of the Working Com- 
mittee, as conceived by those on the previous Faith and Order 
Executive Committee, which had produced the first draft of the 
new Constitution. It was to have all the functions of the Executive 
Committee under the old Constitution, but was also itself to be a 
body for theological discussion, and responsible for the studies con- 
ducted under the auspices of the Commission between meetings 
of the full Commission. With this conception of its responsibilities 
in view, the Commission then proceeded to elect the following 21 
members of the Working Committee, making 22 members with the 
Chairman, and -thus leaving three vacancies for subsequent co- 
option :— 


Mr. Percy W. Bartlett Metropolitan 
Rev. Russell Chandran Juhanon Mar Thoma 
Dean C. T. Craig Dr. T.*A. Kantonen 
Bishop Angus Dun Professor C. Konstantinidis 
Professor H. d’Espine Professor John Marsh 
Principal Newton Flew Dr. Ernest A. Payne 
Professor G. Florovsky Professor Edmund Schlink 
President Herbert Gezork Professor K. E. Skydsgaard 
Dr. Perry E. Gresham Dr. T. M. Torrance 
Professor R. R. Hartford Professor: L. J. Trinterud 
General Superintendent Professor Wingren 

G. Jacob 


(7) Co-options: Since the Conference had elected 85 members 
there remained, according to the Constitution, 15 places vacant for 
co-option. It was agreed at this stage only to fill one place by a 
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representative of the International Missionary Council after requi- 
site correspondence with that body. 


(8) Formal action was taken to regularise the position of :— 


(a) The Rev. O. S. Tomkins to continue as Secretary of the 
Commission until the 31st December, 1952, meanwhile being Act- 
ing Chairman of the Working Committee. 


(b) Dr. Leonard Hodgson to continue as Theological Secretary 
of the Commission until the 31st December, 1952, after which he 
had expressed his intention of resigning office. 


(c) Dr. Floyd W. Tomkins to continue as Associate Secretary in 
America until the time of the Evanston Assembly (August 1954). 


All these nominations were by constitution subject to confirmation 
by the World Council’s Central Committee. 


(9) A brief discussion on the setting-up of the Theological Com- 
missions responsible to the Faith and Order Commission resulted 
in the decision that the matter be left to the Working Committee, 
which was due to hold its first meeting on the evening of August 


28th, 1952. 


This being all the business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting 
of the Commission. 


MINUTES 
of the First Meeting of the 
WORKING COMMITTEE 
of the 
FAITH AND ORDER COMMISSION 
held at 8.30 p.m. 
on August 28th, 1952 
in the 


Konsistorierum at the University, Lund, Sweden 


The following were present: Mr. Percy W. Bartlett, Bishop 
Angus Dun, Principal Newton Flew, Professor G. Florovsky, Pro- 
fessor R. R. Hartford, Professor C. Konstantinidis, Dr. Ernest A. 
Payne, Dr. T. M. Torrance, Professor L. J. Trinterud, the Rev. 
O. S. Tomkins being in the Chair. 

Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, Dr. J. Robert Nelson, Secretary-elect of the Faith and 
Order Commission, and Dr. F. W. Tomkins, Associate Secretary in 
the U.S.A., were also present. 


(1) The Chairman opened the meeting with prayer. 


(2) There followed a discussion on the next steps in preparing 
the theme for the Evanston Assembly. Bishop Angus Dun ex- 
plained that the Committee on the Evanston theme of which he 
had been Chairman throughout the Conference, had defined the 
theme as: “Our Oneness in Christ, and our Disunity as Churches.” 
But, in addition, the Committee had also worked at length on an 
elaboration of the meaning of this theme. The Secretary of the 
Committee, Mr. D. T. Niles, -had left with Mr. Tomkins, as Secre- 
tary of the Conference, the draft of their explanation of the meaning 
of the theme. The Chairman explained that, during his remaining 
months as Secretary of the Commission, it would be one of his first 
duties to revise the document emanating from the Conference 
Committee on the Evanston theme, and to bring it into a form in 
which it could be circulated to the member churches as an ex- 
planatory pamphlet, similar in length and format to the preparatory 
pamphlets being issued on the other five subjects being prepared for 
Evanston. He would, at the same time, circulate the text of this 
pamphlet to the members of the Working Committee in order that 
they might inform him by post of the aspects of it which should be 
more fully treated at the next meeting of the Working Committee. 
On the basis of that meeting, the Working Committee would be 
expected to produce further guidance for the delegates to the Evan- 
ston Assembly, and to produce what would become the working 
paper of the Section of the Assembly dealing with the Faith and 
Order subject. 


(3) Date of the next meeting of the Working Committee: The 
Chairman explained that, in August 1953, it was proposed by 
the World Council Study Department that there should be held at 
the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey :— 


(a) Parallel meetings of the separate Commissions responsible for 
the six Evanston subjects. 


(b) A Conference of those preparatory Commissions meeting 
jointly. 


The period August 11th to 19th, 1953, was suggested for this 
purpose, and members of the Working Committee were asked to 
hold those dates free for meetings at Bossey, though they would be 
told later exactly how the time would be sub-divided for the three 
purposes of the meeting : 


(a) as the preparatory Commission for the Faith and Order 
Theme as Evanston; 


(b) jointly with the other preparatory Commissions, and 


(c) for dispatching other business as the Working Committee 
of the Faith and Order Commission. 


(4) There followed a general discussion on the other possibilities 
for theological work arising from the recommendations in the Lund 
Conference Report. It was generally agreed that, at such a short 
meeting as the present one, it was inadvisable to take any decisions 
about setting up Commissions, but that certain matters clearly 
called for further attention, and should be discussed by post within 
the Working Committee before its next meeting. 


It was agreed to invite certain members of the Working Com- 
mittee to prepare memoranda to be circulated for comment by the 
other members, defining more clearly the topics to be given further 
study, on the basis of which it would be possible to build up an 
agenda for the meeting in August 1953. The following invitations 
were given to prepare memoranda to this end :— 


(a) In connection with the study of the doctrine of the Church 
in relation to the doctrines of Christ and the Holy Spirit—Professor 
T. F. Torrance to write on the implications of Christology and 
Dr. Kantonen on Pneumatology. 


(b) In connection with the report on Intercommunion, Dr. 
Payne to consider whether there was anything further to be said 
regarding the recommendations in the Conference Report about 
communion and intercommunion at ecumenical gatherings. 


(c) Professor Florovsky to consult with Dr. Outler regarding a 
memorandum on “Tradition and our Traditions.” 


This being all the business, the Working Committee was 
adjourned. 
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